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In keeping Seward and refusing for two years to commit
himself to the Democrats, or to give them countenance, he
wilted down his influence, weakened his position and his
Administration. For a year he has bestowed some favors
on Democrats, but Seward was still with him. It is im-
possible that he should be nominated at New York.

June 16, Tuesday. This is the thirty-third anniversary
of my marriage. Not much done in Cabinet. McCulloch
had a letter about the ironclads at New Orleans which have
been sold, and which demagogues and speculators have
represented as striving to escape surreptitiously. Wanted
the President to issue an order on the subject, for fear the
Collector could not detain them. I told him there was no
necessity for calling on the President; he could apply to
the War and Navy Departments, or the Secretary of State
could institute action for their detention if there is any
violation of neutrality.

June 17. Am told of intrigues and combinations and
cliquism among certain naval men who should be in better
business. Vice-Admiral Porter is restless by nature; has
his favorites, and uses and presses any and all who will
yield into his schemes. He has some good professional
qualities, but little administrative talent. Raymond
Rodgers has abilities and culture, but not individuality or
independence, and makes himself a voluntary dependent.
Porter uses him, and he likes to be used.

Junior officers at the Academy are drawn into the schemes
of Porter, who has been injured by too rapid promotion,
and desires to control the Navy. Members of Congress
are imposed upon, and Porter, who is fond of politics
without understanding them, and thinks himself shrewd,
has covertly, as he supposed, allied himself with the Rad-
icals. There has been a gathering here of some of these
spirits, and the Naval Committee has .given them a hear-
ing. The principal topic was, I understand, the contro-